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Left's new pilgrimage: 
CPM's Sabarimala 

shift ahead of polls 
Their ideology has no space for religion, but as 

the state's CPM-led LDF govt goes all out to 
back an Ayyappa Swamy event, experts say it 
is plugging into rivals' playbooks to woo Hindu 

voters ahead of assembly polls next year 
Preetu.Nairatimesofindia.com 

n 2018, after Supreme Court 
struck down the practice of 
barring women of menstrual 
age from entering the Sabari 

Pinarayi Vijayan-led LDF govt im-
plemented the order, calling it a 

rs, promoang progres 
backlash and accusations from 
several Hindu organisations that 
Paditins dnsatton 
held firm. Even PM Narendra 
Modi, during a 2019 election rally 
n Kollam, attackedtne move: e 
spect Indian history, culture and 
spirituality but nobody imagined 

> The Sabarimala Sree Dharma 

Sastha Temple, edta 
(Sabarimala) at about 3,00ft 
above sea level in Ranni 
Perunad village of Kerala's 
Pathanamthitta district 
> The temple is surrounded 
by 18 hills in the Periyar 
Tiger Reserve 
> The main stairway to the 
temple are the 18 sacred steps 
known as Pathintettam Padi 

> The temple is not open 
throughout the year, but 
only during the Mandala 

season, Viebva seas 

five days of each month of the 

18 HILLS, 18 STEPS AND A SHRINE THAT DRAWS LAKHS 

Shillong: Eight MLAS, inclu. 
ding seven new faces, were in-
ducted into the Meghalaya ca 
binet on Tuesday as chief mi 
fected a reshufle in his 
coalition govt. 

The reshutie toOK Plaee 
dropped from the cabinet. 

NPP's Timothy D Shira, 

afte 

Meghalaya CM brings 
7 new faces in cabinet 

a function at Raj Bhavan 

Wailadmiki Shylla, Sost 
henes Sohtun, Breni Sangma of NPp HSPDpe 

were 

ath a 

Rachana Sharlr 

ine raditional and sustainable 
global pilgrimage centre". CM Vi 

that they will have such hatred." jayan, his cabinet colleagues, spir 
landscane has shiftod damatiposon igures, 
cally. With assembly elections 
coming up in 2026, the LDF govt 
has erange he deuo. 
tees, and that the contentious is-
sue of women's entry into Sabari-
mala is a "closed matter". 

|Kriya Sharir 
|Samhita & Siddhanta 

Cut 

Catapuit your ca 

hill shrine, prepares for an inter. 
national summit, the Global 
Ayvappa Sangama onsep20at 
Officially, the summit marks the 
TDB'S 75th anniversary and seeks 

Global Summit And Pol Realities engineering through the Hindu 
This repositioning comes as the community" said political scien 

Rhe hoy that mathes -ms stired a hor: 

3 Post 

Malayalam calendar 

TIMES ascet 

Methodious Dkhar and for 
mer home minister Lahkmen 
Rymbui of UDP were also in 
ducted into the council of mi 

Ine main pilgrimage season 
from roughly Nov to Jan 

Aheadof a reshufle in the 
Meghalaya cabinet, eight of 
the total 12 ministers had re 
officials said posts, the 

STAFF RECRUITMENT AYURVEDA 

CM Sangma, who heads 
eMeghalaya De 

governor CH Vijayashankar 
at Raj Bhavan and submitted 

esgnations of the mini 
sters, they said. PrI 
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devotees from across the worid are 
expected to attend the event. 

For detailed advertisement and for application details please visit the 
Careers' section at www.belHndla.in 

Yet. what looks like a retreat 
from ideology could make forapo 

But beneath the surface, many itical blesing CPM has secred 
tempt to woo the Hindu majority powerful community organisations 
vote bank. "For the first time, ike the Nair Service Society (NSS) 

CPM IS tTyng to intiltence the mawhch spearheaded the agitaton 

net's nest, it is also seen to have 
upset both BJP and Congress. Po 

gether, these bodies represent near 
Iv 95% of Kerala's Hindu commu 

tcal observer MPearson clsniyonce cMSTadittonalvote 
politics:"Being in power, they have to BJP and Congress after the Saba 
studied society and used it to meet rimala agitation. 

The Avwanna S ne Ayyan 

- Pilgrims observe celibacy 
for 41 days before going to 
Sabarimala 

New Delhi: The Sup 
Court on Tuesday sought 

the stand of several states 
on pleas seeking a stay on 

Spective anticon 

While issuing notices to 
tne states, a bench ol Chiel 
ceK Vinod Chandran made 
it clear that it will consider 
the prayer for staying the 
the replies were in. 

h laws once 

The bench then granted 
four weeks to the stales lor 

the petitioners to file rejoin 
ders two weeks thereafter. 
The matter was posted after 

TIMES NATION 

The bench, in the mean 
time, permitted senior ad-
vocate CUSingh, appearing 
against the anti-conversion 
laws, to amend the petition 
dnd e more 

by states like Uttar Pradesh 
in the existing statute. 

The bench was hearing 
constitutional validity of 
anti-conversion laws enac-
ted by several states, hclu 
hya Pradesh, Himachal 
Pradesh, Uttarakhand, 
Cnnattsgarn, Guarat. 
ryana, Jharkhand,and Kar-

Sub: Schedule of 

the commnist deoto he role STATE'S SEAT STAKES 
of a good political party is to pro 
vide ideological clarity. Instead, 
itn this move, they have created 

along with the Sree Narayana Dhar 
ma Paripalana Yogam (SNDP). 

Kerala's 20. In 2024. the tally re 
mained unchanged. But in 2021. 
bUCkng the hstortcal trend. b 

SC seeks states' reply 
on anti-conversion laws 
Says Some Have Made 'Draconian Changes' ln Statute 

I materta 

secutive term-the first time since 
1977 that any govt had managed the 
nothoy seas, elgnt 
mo 

visit us onzww 

Still, studies suggest notable 
shifts. Among the Ezhava commu 
h, ong Seenas anlDF DeKOhe. 
dipped from 49% in 2016 to 45% in 
2019. Among Nair voters, the slide 

turning them into a swing commu 
nity. CPM's loss translated into 
BJP's gain. 

issue of religious conver 
sions happening either 
through marriage or other 

CHITTARANJAN LOCOMOTIVE WORK 
E-AUCTION SCHEDULE 

abha 

Singh stressed on the ur 
gency in the matter war 
ning �anybody who marri 
ge, bail would become im 
possible" 

He highighted many 
such laws, with Rajasthan 
being the latest to pass a le 
gisation in this regard. 
introduced in Uttar Pra 
desh allowed third parties 
tolodigecomplants, eadng 
rassment" in interfaith 
marriages besides church 
observances, where mobs 
intervene. 

aimost 0 o Malayahs visitmg 
ldeological Pragmatism new thinking is: Why should we 
With assembly elections due in oppose this? That logic is now un 
early 2025 and local body pols later fortunately being echoed by the 
"From what I hear from party"t is obvious the Left wants to 
workers, CPM has calculated that regain its Hindu vote share. BJP may 

Party 
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November 2025 & December 2025. It is proposed to bold following 
-auetion date in the above months. SI. No.; MONTI;TYPE OF 
AUCTIONE DATE;TIME are as folows : l:ocToBER, Z2025; 

l(Wednesday); 10:00 hrs. (2): NOVEMBER, 2025; e-Auction:; 
03/11/2025 (Monday), i0/11/2025 (Monday), 18/11/2025 

LDF 

UDF 

Advocate Vrinda Grover 
Apex court says the matter Inormed the bench of ha 
was posted after six weeks lications for stay on similar 
nataka. It heard arguments laws in Uttar Pradesh and 
rom seo auditinnal Solicitor Ge 

neral K M Natraj opposed 
the plea for interim relief 
on benal of some ses 
vears. suddenly they ile for 

stay We will file our repli 
es." 

of October 2025. 

|19/12/2025 (Monday), 29/12/2025 (Friday): 10.:00 hrs. On above 
mentioned date, time fixing for E-Auction for sale of various types of 

UDE 

LDF 

case. PT 

aluminum etc. Non-ferrous serap will be sold only to those who are 
registered by Ministry of Environment & Fores/Govt. of India/New 
firm (Refundable. ifa purchaser decms to nermanl'itd hi 
registration for bidding from Indian Railways c-auction) in forms of 
Demand Drat in favour of PEA CIWIChtaranan along wth 
before e-anction dita 

PRS-205 

ND 

He sought the amend. 
ment applications Gled i 
the special leave petitions to 
be allowed. 

advocate Indira 
Jaising, on the other hand. 
requested an interim stay 
on the law passed by Mad 
hya Pradesh to be continu 

Principal Chief Material Manager 
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LS 2019 (Seats: 20) 
SeatsVote Gainloss 

Share (pp) 

475 55 

363 -3.8 V 

15.6 49 

Assembly 2021 (Seats: 140) 
454 20A 
395 07A 

LS 2024 (Seats: 20) 

45.2 -23 V 
333 -3.0 

19.2 2.6 A 

It is obvious the Left 

wants to regain its 
Hindu 
still win two or three seats 
but their vote share could 
shrink from 20% in 2024 to 
10-12% in 2026, with UDF 
being the bigger loser. Even 
if LDF recovers just 69% of 
BJP'S Hindu vote share, they 
would have made an impact 
with this (Sangaman) meet. 
But the flip side is that 
LDF risks losing minority 

-both Mus 
Christians 

de-tagging of a separate 
plea filed by lawyer Ashwi 

nn padhyay who sought a deceitful religious 
conversions. 

"Who wilfind out whet. 
her it is a deceitul conver : 

The court appointed ad 
vocate Shrishti as the nodal 
counsel tor the petittoners 
nodal counsel for the re 
spondent states to streamli 
ne communication in the 

The bench also ordered 

99 

uld be protected and 
stringent action wo 
uabe taken against 

Vijayan, said the 
police in India and 

-G Gopa Kumar 
POUTICAL sCIENTIST 

elections in the state. 

tors 

Shu wnto or three seats, butther 
20124 to 10-12% in 2026, with UDF be 
ing the bigger loser. Even if LDF re-
covers just b' o EJSHhau voe 
pact with this (Sangaman) meet. But 
the flip side is that LDF risks losing 
mnorty votes bothMShms and 

CPM appears willing to take a 
complex gamble. The party is 

Wrongdoings by police 
Thiruvananthapuram: 
Kerala CM Pinarayi Vija-
yan on Tuesday asserted 

t ho pOlce otficer who 

lysts suggest its strategy goes 
deeper. Political analyst Sunny 

p scneoe 
was "earlier BJP's tactic to con 
solidate Hindu votes" 

PM's charge over 
infiltration was 
diversionary 

tactics: Tejashwi 

nat, expets kas pu ques 
as a bastion of secular politics. "I's 
time to admit that Hindutva has 
beconme amayor torce in Kerala and 
sciousness. Even the LDF is no 
exception. Here, Hindutva is 
ramed as culura legac; not just 

tic 

Patna/Jehanabad: RJD lea 
der Tejashwi Yadav on 'Tues 

that Prime 
Minister Na 

odis 

against infl. 
tration in E 

in Keralaonle stand 

har were "ahversohary ta: 
assembly 

formed here. There was a 
major change in the policy 

Gains And Trade-Oftts 

co 

Yadav spoke to journalists 
in Patna anead or eyins 
trict to launch "Bibhar Adhi 
kar Yatra," a veritable campa 
Rn tor the upcoming assem 

Ths reallgment comes ata tme 
cumbency and has few new welfare 
schemes to showcase. Its only 
tramp card is the narrative that 
with welfare and any development 

taking place in the state is pro-poor: 

Phe R.ID leader was asked 
to comment on the PM's spe 
2en at aray n Purhea a day 
ty was charged with "shiel 
ding and defending" infiltra 

one, UDF remains divided and de-
moralised whereas the Left con-
tnes to command strong ogant 
reputation for handling crises 
from loods to pandemics. Voters 
recognise that even if the Con 
the state, it will struggle to deliver 
on finances or jobs with BJP en-

The PM had also asserted 
that infiltration led to a "de 
mographic crisis" and left 

onpeople"worried abo 

and dauehter elr sisters 

Yadav, whose party is im 
mense PP 

moment. assume that there 
are infiltrators in Bihar. Then 

the qesthon arises, whathave 
along? You have been in power 
for ll years. Besides, you (BJP 

)nave been ruling the 

won't be protected: Vijayan 

THE TIMES OF INDIA, CHHATRAPATI SAMBHAJINAGAR 

regarding police functio 
ning." he claimed 

The CM further said 
that the majony 

adopted the chang: 
es in the functio 

gion," Kaplkad argues. 

those who were 
hanging on to the 

"Wrong acts b detices. 

that they adopted during sons will not beaccepted or 
British rule. "All that justified by the govt. They 

ken against them. That is 
our stand," he said. pm 

ApDlih h 

WEDI 

treneh 
latest manoeuvre look like a mas 
terstroke. It seems to have suc 
ceeded n htng te ras 

Full Ti pos 

01 

leaving both divided and startled. 
Many Hindus who leaned towards 
Brnecent year's are now 3een 
response to the Sangamam. 

TWo die after consuming 
illicit liquor' in Chhattisgarh 

0 

Janjgir-Champa: Two men toprobe the incident, they said. 
ciecdatter allegedlyconsuminghe incident took place in 
Janjgir-Champa district, lead. lice station limits on Monday 
ing theadministration to order and the deceased were identi 
aprobe, police saidonescay iedasSra Yadav (80) andMa 
Vijay Pandey has constituted a said. As per information, the 
nine-member team headed by duo consumed liquor procured 
Sub-Divisional oticer of Irom a person who illegally 
lice(Ch 

enough to admit that it is for po 
litical reasons," says BJP state vice 
saentS 

S.No. Designation 

o the Sabarimala 
nses inked 

Pearson, though, feels the move 
Soynortsptals Or com 
cern is that, with this stand, the 
party is shifting from ideology to 

mere austment hlethe move 
tions, it could weaken the party in 
the long run. The end effect is that, 

Yadumani Sidar 

There is nothing wrong in con 

nlke in the past, when CP stooc 
will now appear strong only while 
governing. Once out of power. the 

Party wlltace a steady exodus that 

Principal 
Assistant 

BER 17, 2025 

ntort makes the CPM's 

Kapikad points out that while 
"CPM has, in different ways, used 
religion or political gans in the 
openly" There is no record of the 
party ever calling affected groups 
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Professor 

Ayyappa believers? What right of 
the Ayyappa devotee has been vio 
lated that reguires redress 

Librarian from eliaible candidato 

Whether it pays ofr in the 2026 
assembly polls or not, what's be 
coming clear is that Ls Sabart 
course of Kerala's politics in the 
time to come. 
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